i4o              THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
SKIRMUNT FOREIGN MINISTER
About a fortnight earlier in June an important change took place
in the Witos Government, Skirmunt, who had been Polish
Minister at Rome, replacing Sapieha as Foreign Minister. In
May the Seym's Commission on Foreign Affairs had passed a
vote of non-confidence in Sapieha, at that time on a mission at
Paris, and he came back to Warsaw and resigned.
Pilsudski always kept the Ministries of War and Foreign Affairs
under his personal control. He was keenly interested in everything
connected with foreign policy, particularly when it related to
Soviet Russia and Lithuania.
One of the clauses of the Riga Treaty prescribed that both
Poland and Soviet Russia should refrain from propaganda and
from harbouring organizations inimical to the other. In Poland
and in Warsaw especially there were large numbers of Russian
emigres who were the open or secret enemies of the Soviet. Their
most prominent leader was the well-known revolutionary Savinkoff,
and he actively fomented counter-revolutionary agitation against
the Soviet Government. He was denounced by the Soviet repre-
sentative to Skirmunt, and his expulsion demanded. It was
plain that by the Riga Treaty the Soviet was acting within its
rights. But they were friends of Pilsudski, and he protected
them. Skirmunt, however, insisted on the observance of the treaty,
in accordance with his general policy, and Pilsudski gave way,
but not with a good grace.
THE "INDUSTRIAL TRIANGLE"
The Assembly of the League had the Upper Silesia question before
it. The Commissioners, unable to agree on a proposal in common
respecting Upper Silesia, informed the Allied Governments of
that fact. The Council was summoned to meet on August 8,
1921, the matter being remitted some ten days before to a
Committee of Experts, who failed to agree on a frontier, but
concurred in stating that the intention of the Versailles Treaty
had not been to assign the whole area to Poland or Germany,
but that a line as frontier should be drawn, on the basis of the